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First Day of A New Era 

Supply— With much excitement, we 
announce that the South Brunswick 
Charter School will be opening this 
July! For this first year, SBCS has 
leased a conveniently located interim 
site at 4128 Vanessa Drive, off of Long 
Beach Road, in the South Harbour pro-
fessional center. There is an office and 
classrooms for the K, 1, and 2 grades, 
as well as lots of  playground space and 
convenient access for parent drop-off 
and pick-up.   

 SBCS will serve grades K-2 this 
year and add grades consecutively until 
it becomes a K-5. This interim  
location will be a fantastic home for 
SBCS while plans for the permanent 
site are being finalized. 

 The 45-acre permanent campus is 
conveniently located on Sunset Harbor 

Road, one mile south of Hwy 211— 
roughly halfway between Southport 
and Shallotte. 

 Michelle Mena, formerly the  
Assistant Elementary School  
Headmaster at CCS, will be SBCS’s 
Headmaster. Mrs. Mena has more 
than 14 years of experience as both a 
principal and assistant principal, and 
has worked in county schools and 
charter schools. She states that, “I 
can’t wait to open a new RBA school 
to continue providing the same high 
standards for the students in Southern 
Brunswick County.”  

 We thank her for her efforts in 
recruiting for SBCS, and we are  
excited to announce that the school 
will open at full capacity  and with a 
waiting list in its first year! Whiteville— We are happy to announce that 

CCS  will begin a Middle School afterschool 
program for the 2014-15 school year. We are 
planning to include the following clubs: Flag 
Football, Running Club, Cheerleading Club, Art 
Club,  Soccer Club, Archery Club,  Basketball 
Club and Science Olympiad Club.   

 Also, during the 2014-2015 school year, we 
will begin Pop Warner Football and 
Cheerleading for all students ages 5-15. We are 
working hard to form teams to join with CDS in 
Leland. Pop Warner is a volunteer 
organization and requires parental support. If 
you are interested in the program or interested in  
volunteering, please contact Jean Lafave 
at jlafave@rogerbacon.net   

Introducing the South Brunswick Charter School! 
Enrollees and Transfers Welcome 

CCS to Start New 
Afterschool Programs 
in August! 

The lush  45 acres that will become SBCS’ 
permanent campus. 

SBCS Headmaster, 
Michelle Mena 

mailto:jlafave@rogerbacon.net
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FASTAR® at CDS and CCS 

 Ever wondered what would happen if you mixed a 
Spelling Bee with NASCAR racing?  An exciting and 
challenging academic competition called FASTAR, 
that’s what! FASTAR stands for Fluent Academic 
Skills Tournament for Arithmetic and Reading.  
Hundreds of students from CCS and CDS put their skills 
to the test this year. 

 FASTAR, an academic competition developed by 
The Roger Bacon Academy in Leland, NC, is an  
exciting event involving pit crews, qualifying races, and 
big trophies for the winners. On race days, heats of  
qualifiers, grouped by grade level, race ten at a time to 
complete a workbook of reading and math exercises. 
Each error adds a second on to the racer’s finishing 
time, so students practice and acquire not only speed, 
but accuracy.  Middle school students, the “pit crew”, 
are paired with the racers to keep their time and note 
errors. This provides an opportunity for middle  
schoolers to be mentors as well as employ their own 
reading and math skills. 

 The purpose of the competition is to provide  
extrinsic motivation—an event—for students to be 
acknowledged and rewarded for their achievements. 
Many parents relate that their elementary schooler asks 
to practice for FASTAR, in addition to homework,  
several times a week. The event is heavily attended by 
parents, and the excitement, pride, and noise level is 
truly comparable to an actual NASCAR event. 

 Leland’s Charter Day School (CDS) and 
Whiteville’s Columbus Charter School (CCS) are  
currently the only two schools who offer the event, 
which is in its ninth year at CDS and fifth at CCS. 

 
 
 
 

Race of Champions 
 In May,  winners from each elementary grade level at 
CCS and CDS’s FASTAR competitions met up for a 
“Race of Champions” and day of fun at Lake Waccamaw. 
The fastest of the fast from each school raced, not for  
individual awards,  but to bring home a trophy for their 
school .   

 Last year was the first for this championship event 
and  a margin of more than three minutes separated  
the two schools. This year, CCS won  by a mere eight  
seconds!  CCS headmaster,  Steve Smith, beamed with 
pride as he accepted the trophy and marveled at  the  
fantastic and close race times demonstrated by students at 
both schools.  

CCS racers and Headmaster Smith pose with their trophy! 

CCS’s Steve Smith and CDS’s Lisa Edwards present certificates to racers.  

Middle school Pit Crew members volunteer to help elementary racers.  

Above: students 
racing at CCS   

Right: CDS students 
cheer for their  

classmates 
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CDS 8th Graders take Largest-Ever Washington DC 
trip! 

 This March,  60 eighth graders traveled to  
Washington DC,— making the trip the largest in 
RBA history! This excellent participation was 
made possible by excellent fundraising. The 
students led fundraisers at school including 
selling candygrams and running food tables at the 
school dances.  There were also several parents 
who donated money, including one who, after  
winning a hard-won competition, donated the 
prize money! Along with attendance, the students 
also set a record for fundraising this year! 

 Students  received two exciting honors on 
this trip— the first was the privilege of four 
students to place a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.  This is an honor that very few 
schools get a chance to take part in and required 
an application and selection process in which 
four students had to write essays detailing their 
interest in the wreath-laying. CDS has also been 
invited to take part in the ceremony again next 
year.   

 The second unique privilege of the trip was a 
private tour of the Capital building by members 
of Senator Richard Burr’s staff.  The tour was 
secured a year in advance and the students were 
able to sit in the gallery of the House of 
Representatives.  It was an incredible trip, and 
made so by the efforts of our incredible kids. We 
look forward to next year!  

 It has been an exciting year for sports at 
RBA campuses! Over the past few months, we 
have started several new programs for our  
students. 
 Charter Day School has  added two new 
sports— girls basketball and girls softball!  Our 
girls’ basketball team, coached by Rosina 
 Walton, did an amazing job competing against 
several of our area’s private and charter schools. 
Our softball team, coached by Sherry Reece and 
Amy Knitt,  had an undefeated season!   
 Pop Warner  cheerleading  and football are 
coming to CCS next year for all levels and 
Douglass Academy will be adding a Spirit and 
Cheerleading club in September. Keep a watch 
out for more exciting sports to happen over the 
next year on all campuses! 

Announcing New Sports at RBA Schools! 

Cheer  is coming  to CCS and DAC!  CDS Girls Basketball 

CDS Girls Softball 

Students visit the National Marine Corps Memorial 

CDS 8th graders visit the White House 
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Wilmington— This May, elementary  
students at Douglass  Academy hosted a 
cultural event for their community— an 
“Evening at the Museum”. What museum, 
you may ask?  Well, the one they created! 
The students created various exhibits at 
Douglass Academy which showcased art 
pieces they had made throughout the year.  
The event allowed parents to see  the  
products of their child’s creativity while 
simultaneously rewarding the young artists 
with deserved recognition. The event also 
gave parents a chance to thank the many 
regular volunteers who  give their time 
each week to provide enrichment activities, 
such as crafts, for Douglass students.  

Douglass Academy hosts an “Evening at the Museum” 

CCS introduces National Junior Beta Club 
Whiteville—The National Junior Beta Club is 
an honor organization that recognizes  
outstanding academic achievement, promotes 
strong moral character and social  
responsibility, encourages service to others, 
fosters leadership skills, and provides settings 
for middle school students to develop strong 
interpersonal skills. 

 To be invited to apply and qualify for 
membership in the Columbus Charter School 
Junior Beta Club, students must maintain an 
“A” average in each course. Students must 
exemplify strong character and demonstrate 
role-model behavior throughout the school 
year. Further, Beta Club members are strongly 
encouraged to participate in projects that  
effectively develop leadership skills; members 
must complete four documented service hours 
and four hours of tutoring each year.  

 Once inducted, members must maintain at least a 
93 cumulative average to retain active membership. 
Members must submit a progress report of service 
hours and grades each semester. 

 We congratulate the exceptional students who 
joined CCS’ Junior Beta Club this year— keep up the 
good work!  

Headmaster Barbra Jones speaks to a parent. Students present their artwork to proud parents. 

CCS Middle School students are inducted into the  
National Junior Beta Club, 
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CDS’ 4th Annual Tee Off for Technology 
Leland— This May, Charter Day 
School  held its fourth annual Tee Off 
for  
Technology fundraiser at the Cape Fear 
National golf course at Brunswick  
Forest. The event, which features a golf 
tournament and silent auction, is a  
primary source of funds for advancing 
educational technology at CDS. This 
event allows our students to stay on the 

Wilmington— This spring, the Wilmington  
Tennis Association partnered with Douglass 
Academy to provide tennis lessons and events 
for students. Parent and volunteer involvement 
in this exciting extracurricular activity was  
tremendous, and we thank you. The program 
concluded in May with  an awards ceremony 
that also gave students the opportunity to exhibit 
their skills.  

 We are also excited to announce a similar 
program for this summer. Douglass Academy 
will be offering a Sports Clinic to all DAC Stu-
dents On August 11-14th from 9:00am-12:00pm. 
The sports clinic will include golf, basketball, 
football, soccer, cheerleading, and tumbling. 
DAC will begin a school spirit squad in  
September.  If interested, please contact Jean 
Lafave  at jlafave@rogerbacon.net.   

Tennis and Summer 
Sports Clinic at DAC 

Whiteville—For the 3rd year in a row, Columbus 
Charter School (CCS) was awarded the North 
Carolina Department of Labor Gold Certificate of 
Safety Achievement Award. 

 Ms. Cherie Berry, Commissioner of Labor, 
presented the award at a safety dinner banquet in 
Lumberton, North Carolina, to CCS Headmaster, 
Steve Smith. The award recognizes that CCS had  
more than 70 employees complete 107,240 safe 
working hours.  

 Mr. Smith stated, "I am very proud of 
Columbus Charter School and all of the  
employees that make this a school a safe place to 
be.  Not only is the school a great academic  
environment, but also a safe one.  Safety is  
everyone's responsibility."  

CCS Gets 3rd Consecutive 
Gold Safety Award! 

We appreciate our wonderful 
sponsors!  

Thanks to golfers who supported CDS! Turnout was excellent at Cape Fear National 
 golf course. 

 Last year, proceeds were used to  
purchase Google Chrome books for 
students. For this year’s proceeds, the 
installation of Smartboards is being 
considered.  

 We thank our sponsors, donors, 
golfers, and volunteers for allowing us 
to have another successful tournament 
this year!   

A trio of safe employees from CCS— keep up the good work!   DAC students learn tennis skills! 

mailto:jlafave@rogerbacon.net
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Orlando— Broadcast live by ESPN’s Wide World of 
Sports from the HP Pavilion in Orlando, viewers across 
the country saw a Roger Bacon Academy Cheer Squad 
take the First Place trophy in front of 40,000 parents 
and fans for the third year in a row.  

Three RBA Vikings teams competed in the National 
Championship: Junior Pee Wee, Pee Wee, and Midget. 
The Junior Pee Wees got an amazing sixth-place finish, 
while the Pee Wee team and Midget team each won 
their National Championship. This makes the third con-
secutive year that the RBA Vikings have been a Nation-
al Champion, with four champion titles. These titles are 
also from the Level 4 competition, which is the most 
advanced and intense. The Vikings also took home the 
2013 Spirit of Sportsmanship award!  

RBA Viking cheer coach, Jean Lafave, states that, 
“Earning two National Championships, the highest  
Level 4 score, and the Spirit of Sportsmanship in one 
night is a phenomenal achievement! I love my girls! 
Our coaches, parents, and kids have worked like cham-
pions. Right now, I feel like they got what they  
deserved.”  

Local Coastal Pop Warner President, Denise Mintz,  
stated that, “Coastal Pop Warner is in awe and  
overwhelmed at the accomplishments of the RBA  
Vikings Cheer program. While many would have been 
content winning 1st place once, the Vikings have man-
aged to place 1st three years in a row, not by staying in 
the same level of performance but by increasing the 
difficulty and challenging themselves to be better than 
the year before,”   

With regard to the scholarship of the Vikings, President 
Mintz also states that, “This commitment is also evident 
in the classroom as the Vikings consistently submit the 
most Scholastic All American Applications yearly and 
to date have won more scholarships at the National 
Scholastic Banquets than any other association in our 
program.” 
 

RBA Archery TEAM  DYNASTY Wins States Again!  

4-time National Champion RBA Viking Cheerleaders 
Win Again, Ranked #1 in All of Pop Warner-Level 4.  

RBA Vikings Receive Academic 
Recognition, Scholarship 

 One thing many may not 
know about our RBA  
Vikings Pop Warner program 
is that students must be  
scholastically eligible to 
 participate. In the past few 
years, Pop Warner has  
recognized hundreds of our 
RBA athletes for academic  
excellence. They have  
awarded over $12,000 in aca-
demic scholarships to be used 
at a college of the athlete’s  
choice.   

This year was no exception. In April, twenty-five of our athletes 
were recognized at the Raleigh Convention Center.  They were 
also invited to the Scholarship Banquet at Walt Disney World in 
Florida over Memorial Day Weekend. This year, Abby Lafave of 
the RBA Vikings was awarded two scholarships for a two-year 
total of $4500.00.  

With four state titles under their belts, the 
RBA archery team was competing for the title 
of “dynasty” this year. Having secured their 
fifth win, a dynasty they have become.  

The RBA middle school archery team scored 
first place in the state. Perhaps even more im-
pressive, is the number of individual archers 
from the school who received titles. RBA 8th 
grader, Coty Conner, scored the top middle 
school boy’s score in the state, beating out 72 
other competitors. 6th grader Luke Scacheri, 
7th grader Jacob Lindbert, and 8th grader John 
Thomas Loyd, scored 5th , 6th, and 7th,        

respectively, in the middle school boys  
division.  Luke Boldt and Joseph Crowder 
rounded out the top ten in the state with their 
9th and 10th rankings. So, for those counting, 
RBA had six of the top ten individual middle 
school boy archers in the state! In the girl’s 
competition, Makenzie Sherwood also came 
in 2nd place among 8th grade girls.  

In 2011, The RBA Archery team was ranked 
7th in the world. The Roger Bacon Academy 
provides an outdoor archery range which, 
unlike most schools, allows archers to  
practice in the elements.  

 Abby Lafave, Madison Holston, 
Emily Jenkins 

RBA could not be more proud of our cheer squads, our coaches, and 
our volunteers. Students, ages 5-15, from all four campuses are  
invited to participate at CDS on the RBA Vikings cheerleading squads. 
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1st Grade CDS Teacher 
Crowned Miss  
Wilmington!  

Daryl Lafave:  
Pop Warner’s   
NATIONAL 2014  
Volunteer of the Year! 

Congrats to Our TWO 
Teachers of the Week! 

 Hillary Laster, 1st grade 
Teacher at Charter Day 
School, has been crowned 
Miss Wilmington. 

 The Miss Wilmington 
Scholarship Pageant is a 
local preliminary to Miss 
North Carolina— whose 
winner will compete for the 
title of Miss America in  
September.  

 Throughout her year as 
Miss Wilmington, Hillary 
will promote her personal 
platform, the National  
Inclusion Project, and serve 
as a local ambassador for  
Children's Miracle Network 
Hospitals.   

 Hillary states, “So far, my favorite memory as Miss 
Wilmington was the week I spent on the Azalea Festival 
Queen's Court.  Being able to attend such wonderful 
events and share my city with people from all across the 
southeast was an incredible experience.”   
 Parents and students can show support by visiting 
 www.misswilmington.org to vote for Hillary as the 
Time Warner Cable People's Choice Contestant.  

Daryl Lafave, President of the RBA Vikings 
and art teacher at CDS, has been named Nation-
al Pop Warner Football Volunteer of the Year. 
Daryl along with his wife, Jean, started the RBA 
Vikings in 2005. The RBA Vikings Football 
and Cheerleading Program consist of over 230 
athletes. Even though most of our athletes  
attend CDS, all campuses are invited to  
participate. RBA would like to congratulate Mr. 
Lafave on receiving such a well-deserved honor.  

Left: Katie Coleman,  
Kindergarten Teacher, 
CDS 

Right: David Johnson, 
Middle School Science,  

CDS 

Leland— RBA’s Charter Day school has  
produced two “Teachers of the Week” in just 
the past six months. David Johnson, a science 
teacher at CDS middle school, was selected in 
February, and Katie Coleman, a Kindergarten 
teacher at CDS elementary school, was selected 
in April. The teachers were selected for their 
exemplary and unique performance in the 
classroom.   
 Middle School Asst. Headmaster, Geoff 
Gorski, describes  his experience observing 
David Johnson’s classroom: "I'm ready to leave 
but not able to because of something Mr. John-
son is saying." Katie Coleman’s approach in 
the classroom is summed up in the following 
statement bout her students: “We're all  
different...and they can do anything they want 
to do. And they are loved." Congrats, you two, 
and thank you for what you do!  
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Douglass Academy 

507 South 6th Street 

Wilmington, NC  28401 

 

www.DouglassAcademy.org 
 
Phone:  910-763-1976 

Fax:  910-763-1974 

South Brunswick Charter School 

4128 Vanessa Drive  
Southport, NC  28461 

 

www.SouthBCS.org 

Phone:  910-622-5322 

that they will produce the same results.  

 In addition to our new schools, we are initiating new 
extracurricular clubs  and sports programs at our campus-
es for the 2014-15 school year. We look forward to repli-
cating the successes in these new programs that we have 
achieved in our existing ones – this year, the RBA Ar-
chery team became 5-time State Champions and RBA 
Cheerleading  won its  4th national title in the past 3 
years. RBA is constantly growing both outward and up-
ward. 

 Congratulations to our students, staff, and parents on 
another year of excellence; I look forward to beginning a 
new year with its opportunities for us all. 

 
Best Regards, 

 

Baker A. Mitchell 

Founder,  The Roger Bacon Academy 

Dear Parents,  

 Thank you for entrusting 
the safety and education of your 
child with us. Fifteen years after 
opening our first school, I still 
find myself profoundly grateful 
at the conclusion of each school 
year—grateful that you have 
chosen our effective method of 
education and grateful to have 
another year of superlative  
academics on record confirming 
that your faith is well-placed.  

 The conclusion of the 2013-2014 school year is a 
significant one in our history; it marks the continued 
expansion of our family of schools. The opportunity to 
extend our curriculum into new areas is heartening, in-
deed. The same practices which have consistently made 
Charter Day School and Columbus Charter School the 
top-scoring schools in their counties are being  
implemented at these new schools, and we are confident 


